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YOUR HEALTH

They Know Jack

A little dog therapy
for drivers goes a long way

By Allan T. Duffin

At G&S Service, Inc., of Johnston,
IA, one of the employees isn't tall
enough to drive, nor is he able to
hook up a wheel lift to a disabled

vehicle. But according to Glen Mikel, :
who owns the shop, this tiny member
of his staff earns his paycheck every i
i had been abandoned or saved from

day. He’s a dog named Jack.

Jack is a Jack Russell terrier. When
he’s not riding shotgun in Mikel’s
truck, Jack keeps everyone in the
office company. He’s also a great
stress reliever during a long day at
work. “When our drivers come in,”

said Mikel, “Jack jumps in their laps
and makes them pet him. It calms :
them down and helps them relax. i

It’s really amazing to watch.”
However, Jack is more than just an

office mascot and ride-along buddy.

Aside from his naturally friendly

2217 N. Dupont Highway, New Castle, DE

! nature, there’s another reason why

Jack is so good with people: he’s a
certified therapy dog.

Adopted By Jack

Six years ago, Mikel posted to a
web site for people interested in
rescuing Jack Russell terriers that

neglectful or abusive owners. “Pretty
soon I got an e-mail back from the
head of the rescue organization,”
recalled Mikel. “They thought they
had a dog that would fit me.” At noon
on Memorial Day of that year, the
rescue organization’s staff brought a
Jack Russell terrier to Mikel’s home.
It was important to test whether Mikel
and the dog would get along with
each other.

When Mikel rolled up in his truck
and got out, he wasn’t sure what
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Glen Mikel with his dog Jack, a Jack
Russell terrier that is certified by the
Therapy Dog Association

would happen. At that moment, he

said, “The dog broke away from the i

rescue people and ran to me. He
adopted me on the spot!”

Peppy and vocal, Jack became a
fixture at Mikel’s towing firm. “He’s
a very loyal companion,” said Mikel,
who relies on Jack for business advice
as well. During recovery jobs when a
customer rides in the cab, Mikel lets
Jack do the talking. “Jack is a very
good judge of character. If he sits in
the customer’s lap and lets them pet
him, then I know they’re okay people,”
noted Mikel. “But if Jack stays away
from a customer, then I know I need

* BAYSHORE - THE TRUCK STOREBAYSHORE - THE TRUCK STORE ® BAYSHORE - THE TRUCK STORE * BAYSHORE - THE TRUCK STORE ® BAYSHORE - THE TRUCK STORE ® BAYSHORE - THE TRUCK STORE *BAYSHORE - THE TRUCK STORE

Tom Shaw e Steve Tavonni ® Brian Spannbaver ¢ Mike Wittkop

Visit us on the web @ www.bayshoretrucks.com

INVENTORY CHANGES DAILY - CALL FOR LATEST UPDATES

DMOJ ‘UOISUYO( “IU] ‘2910105 §99).

to watch them — and collect my
money up front.”
Jack & Annie

At the time, Mikel and his wife,
Susan, wanted to certify her Jack
Russell terrier, Annie, as a therapy
dog. The test, conducted by Therapy
i Dogs International, would determine
i whether Annie was capable of provid-
i ing companionship during periodic
i visits to hospitals, nursing homes, and
i other organizations where a friendly
pet could make a world of difference
to someone in need.

The Mikels wondered if Jack might

make a good therapy dog as well. “We
didn’t know if a Jack Russell terrier
could be trained to do anything like
that,” said Mikel, because the breed
is known for being a bit...well, hyperac-
tive. On the day of the test, “Jack and
i Annie both passed with flying colors,”
{ remembered Mikel.
Coincidentally, Mikel’s next-door
i neighbor, who works to rehabilitate
i injured and physically handicapped
children, mentioned that local care
organizations were looking for small
dogs to be used for therapeutic pur-
poses.

Jack’ll Do It

Soon thereafter, Jack became a reg-
i ular fixture at local nursing homes
i and at ChildServe, an organization
i that assists children who have special
i health care needs. At ChildServe, Jack
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for him to retrieve, and other activi- EQUIPMENT SALES & SERVIBE PARTS
ties. 152 Floyd Avenue * Bloomfield, New Jersey ¢ 07003

In addition, Jack is helpful with E-mail: daness@verizon.net

speech therapy because he’s trained
to respond to verbal commands. “Tell

him (0 do something and he'lldo " | A e PR ML=l Distributors
said Mikel. Jack works with children

as young as six months old and adults cc C rafted L i ke N O Ot h e r, ? CENTURY & JERR.DAN PARTS!
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well aware of how a little love from a
caring pet can make the difference.
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“Even when we've had a hard day,” said
Mikel, “Jack gives us something to care
about” s 2 aAull parts
J
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Easiest Quiz ROCKWOOD, TENNESSEE 37854

1. How long did the Hundred
Years War last?
Special i
T — peclals x0ver 5_0 New Trucks In Stock At All Timesx
*I.arge Inventory of Used Trucks In Stockx

Panama hats?

3. From which animal do
we get catgut?

4. In which month do

RUSSIanS Celebrate the 2007 PETERBILT 335, ISC cummins, 10 spd, 28ft. Jerr- 2007 KENWORTH T300, 230hp Cummins, Allison 2007 HINO 258.

: Dan, transporter w/ decking, auto, air ride, air brakes, alum wheels, 21ft Jerr-Dan, Auto, any 21ft Jerr-Dan bed you want!
OCtOber ReVO“'mon? Call for price! loaded! Starting at $73,500 Calll!
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5. What is a camel's hair
brush made of?

6. What are the Canary Islands
in the Pacific named after?

2007 PETERBILT 335, Cat, 230hp, Allison auto, air 2007 PETERBILT 335, Cat 330hp, Allison auto, 2007 FORD F650 EXTRA CAB, Cummins, 260 HP,
ride, air brakes, 21ft Jerr-Dan w/wheel lift, loaded! loaded, 14 ton Jerr-Dan wrecker integrated Allison Auto., loaded,
Starting @ $76,500 Starting @ $57,500

7. What was King George VI's
first name?

8. What color is a purple finch?

9. Where do Chinese goose-
2007 CHEVROLET €5500, 8.1L gas, or Durmax Diesel, 2007 CHEVY C6500 CREW CAB, CAT 210 hp,

i 2 325hp, Allison auto, 211t JerrDan alum bed, allison auto, hard loaded w/21 ft. NGAF alum. Jerr-Dan 2007 CHEVY €6500, CAT 210 hp, 21 ft. NGAF Jerr-
berries come from? e o o 550 o whaehs. i cortorasor Don, hard, loaded, starting at $58,500

All done? That was quick!
You’re probably thinking to
yourself, ‘What dumb questions

with such obvious answers!’
2007 INTERNATIONAL 4300 DT466, auto, ext.

But just to be sure, better check
2006 FORD F650 EXT CAB cab, air brake, air ride, exhaust brake c1|um wheels, 2004 INTERNATIONAL 4300, DT466, Allison auto, 76k

your ansSwers beIOW. Auto, 230 cummins, 21ft steel JerrDan w/v:/heel lift, 66k any /214 Jerr-Dan w/ w ee] lift, miles, 21ft alum Jerr-Dan removable rail bed w/wheel lift,
miles. Starting @ $68, $41,500
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ANSWERS:
1. 116 years; 2. Ecuador;
3. Sheep and horses;
4. November; 5. Squirrel fur;
6. Dogs; 7. Albert; 8. Crimson;

9. New Zealand... What do 2005 FORD F650 REG CAB. 2007 CHEVROLET €6500, Cat 210, Allison auto, 21f
. ? 2008 FORD F550 XLT, auto, Powerstroke 4.4L twin
Auto, 250 cummins, 21ft Jerr-Dan alum, bed, w/wheel JerrDan removable rail steel bed, 15k miles, loaded, never turbo, 19f JerrDan w/wheel lift, 'starting at $55,500

you mean, you failed?’ ’ fif, 130k miles. been filled $58,500
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